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take over 3,000 men accustomed to the use of arms, selecting them carefully from among those who have recently been demobilised or are to be demobilised from the State Forces^ and return 3,000 of the borrowed formations to their parent States. The objection to this.course, we have been told,, is that most of the demobilised men belong to the minority community, of which there is already a large preponderance in the State police., and that, accordingly, it is not desirable to take this action. Our answer is, that these men will only replace one-fourth of the present I2?0005 the other three-fourths of whom belong to the majority community. Even if there is any ground for apprehension, it should be possible to use them mixed with the other three-fourths. Further, we have been told on several occasions by people belonging to the State, that they are quite willing to have in their Police Force recruitment of the minority community, in spite of the fact that there is already a preponderance of that community in it, and that, in the circumstances of today, they do not apprehend any particular danger from that course of action. An important official witness, originally from outside the State, $lso shared the view that such recruitment would be useful. We would urge that this step be taken immediately. It will mean a saving of Rs. 30 lakhs in the next financial year. Another aspect which cannot be neglected by Government, is that this course will provide employment for 3,000 men who would otherwise be without work. We have been told that some of the recent increase in crime is due to men accustomed to the use of arms becoming desperate, owing to lack of livelihood as a result of demobilisation. Government should at the same time persist with its plans of recruiting other battalions, so as to be able to return more of the armed formations by the end of 1951-52. We suggest that the raising of 2 battalions only seems a very modest aim. With proper organisation, it should be possible to raise and train at least four before the end of the next year from among the majority community within the State, or if sufficient numbers are not coming forward, from outside the State. A good recruiting organisation is obviously essential for this purpose and we would suggest that, if necessary, a good Colonel or Brigadier, Marathi speaking and accustom^ ed to the recruitment of Mahars and Maratfaas, be put in charge. The total saving on this account, if our proposals are accepted will thus be 751 lakhs in 1951-52, and 115J in 1952-53.